The role of disulphide bonds in Heinz body attachment to membranes.
The mechanism of binding of oxidant-induced Heinz bodies to red cell membrane was studied. Heinz bodies induced by acetylphenylhydrazine in intact cells or in the presence of membrane remained attached to membrane when separated by a sucrose gradient. Incubation with sulphydryl reagents failed to free intact Heinz bodies from or prevent attachment to membranes, although the amount of haem was reduced. Thus disulphide bonds do not appear to be a major mechanism of attachment of Heinz bodies to red cell membrane.